Gateway Biology 
COURSE 
SYLLABUS
2011-2012

	COURSE STANDARDS/Essential Learning

1st Quarter  
Scientific Method-How is science done?
Organic Chemistry-What are the molecules of life? 

Cells-What are cells for, and how do they work?
Photosynthesis and cellular respiration-How do plants make energy, and how do cells use it?

2nd Quarter:

Cellular reproduction-How do cells reproduce?
DNA and Protein synthesis-What is the relationship between genes and DNA?
Genetic conditions-How do genes determine our characteristics?

3rd Quarter:

Evolution-What evidence is there to support the change in organisms over time?
Speciation-How and why do new species develop?
Classification-How is life organized?

Fungi and plants-What makes a plant a plant and a fungus a fungus?

Animals-How do animals reproduce and develop?



4th Quarter: 
Ecology-What are the relationships in an ecosystem? 

Human body systems-How does the body regulate itself and respond to changes?



	Words to denote progress
	What the word/letter grade means
	Letter grade

	Advanced


	The student consistently and independently demonstrates proficiency in grade level concepts and skills in a variety of assignments and assessments and demonstrates advanced application/analysis when the opportunity exists.
	A

	Proficient

(Meets target independently)
	The student demonstrates proficiency in grade level concepts and skills in a variety of assignments and assessments.   
	B

	Partially Proficient

(Meets the target with some teacher support)
	The student demonstrates understanding and application of the most critical of the grade level skills concepts.


	C

	Unsatisfactory

(Does not meet target,  but is making progress)
	The student demonstrates limited understanding and application of grade level skills and content; the student needs more instruction and/or practice to demonstrate proficiency.  



	D

	Insufficient Evidence

No Evidence


	The student has shown insufficient evidence to gauge his/her progress.
	F




Grading guide: 
Expectations for work habits:  Students are expected to be on task, and focused on the learning goals and success criteria for the day.  Be respectful of each other, and behave appropriately.  Remember the 3 Ds.
Policies for absences and make-up work:  You are responsible!  Come and see me to get all makeup work the day you return from your absence.
Policies & procedures for:
· Homework-Homework leads to success!  Do your homework on time.
· Hall passes –As needed, don’t make a habit of it.
· Tardies –As stated in the student handbook.  Get here on time!
Required or recommended supplies:  Composition notebook, spiral notebook, writing utensil (pen or pencil).



Course Title:  Biology	





Instructor’s Name:  Mr. Newman





Contact Numbers:  303-755-7160                             ext. 63469


School e-mail address:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:rgnewman@aps.k12.co.us" �rgnewman@aps.k12.co.us�





Website address:  http://www.aps.k12.co.us/gateway/academics/science_dept_pages/Newman/NewmansHomePage.html








Teacher availability:











