AP Physics 2011-2012
AP physics is a very demanding subject, and will require consistent, concentrated study.  Students wishing to do well in this class should plan on spending at least 1 hour out of class every day studying and doing homework.  As we get closer to the exam in May, the student should plan on at least 2 hours of concentrated study.   

Required materials:

· Composition book: this will be used as our interactive journal and will include notes, labs, and synthesis of understandings.  Lined paper rather than graph paper preferred.  Most students use more than one composition book per year.  

· Calculator: Calculator must have scientific notation, but does not need to be a graphing calculator.  This must be brought to EVERY class period.

Classroom Policies:

This is a very interactive class.  Anything that takes away from the learning environment or distracts the learner is not allowed. I follow all district policy including the electronic device policy.  No cell phones or music players will be allowed in my classroom.

·  Attendance is critical.  Much of the learning will take place in small group interactions.  All work missed must be made up as soon as possible.  
· Tardies disrupt the learning environment.    Students entering class tardy must avoid disturbing the class, and must check in with the teacher at a convenient time during class.  Students are required to make up work missed. If tardies become a problem I will call home and give detentions.
· Students who work together do better in class and on the AP exam.  For this reason students will be required to attend one study session per week.  Times will be arranged at the beginning of the school year.  There will be other out of class times assigned during the year to prepare for the exam.
· All students are expected to pass this class.  Any student falling below a C in class will receive enforced help including calls home, detentions and possibly Saturday school.

Grading Policy:
Since the purpose of this class is to prepare students for the AP Physics exam, all quizzes and exams will be taken directly from past AP exams. There will be a multiple choice section and a free response problem solving section.  The grading will be according to AP guidelines and rubrics.  They are very difficult exams, but with practice become more accessible.  This is essential for preparation for the actual AP exam in May.

The other segment of the grade will be made up of laboratory work with special emphasis on the written conclusion.  The rubric for this is available online.

Grades are based on the student’s ability to understand, use and apply the concepts from this class.  A student who displays a high level of understanding and the ability to use this understanding to solve problems as well as applying the concepts in a variety of circumstances is at an Advanced level of understanding.  A student who can often show understanding, the ability to use concepts to solve problems and apply them is at a Proficient level.  A student who shows the above abilities with support is at a Partially Proficient level. Keeping up with classwork and homework is essential to putting yourself in a position to understand, use and apply.  For this reason, a student can achieve a C by completing all classwork and homework.  Students must show proficiency on tests, quizzes and labs to achieve an A or B.   

Students will be informed at regular intervals about their progress, and the next steps they need to make to reach understanding.  I am happy to discuss grades with students and parents at any time.
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