August 4, 2010

Dear Parents,

Welcome to Gateway high school!  This class is a very unique opportunity for your child to adjust to high school.   We will be guides for your child’s transition to a successful high school career.

This class consists of two parts.  On their schedule it shows ELD one day and study hall the next.  However we will be combining the two in a way that will help students succeed.  For the first 50 minutes of class we will hold study hall every day.  They will be required to read for 20 minutes and must bring a book to read every day.  Then for the following 30 minutes they will use the time to complete homework, study for tests, or get help in their classes.  For the second 50 minutes of the period we will concentrate on English language development.  Your child is very close to achieving a proficient level of English, and this time will enable them to accomplish the very advanced forms of English necessary for academic success.  As we work on advanced English forms and vocabulary, we will also be working on the skills necessary to succeed in high school.  These will include making plans for high school and beyond, developing discussion skills and deepening their ability in English literacy.

Attendance is critical to success in school.  We will be calling home on every absence, every day. For every absence students will be required to read for 30 minutes at home and bring in a signed note from home.  For every tardy, students will read for 20 minutes.  If absences become a problem, students will be referred to our truancy specialist.

It is important, even though students are in high school, to keep a close watch on their progress. We will be monitoring students’ grades in all classes, not just ours.  We will support their learning in all classes, and will follow up with any problems they may be having.  We will try to keep parents informed about problems that might be occurring in all classes.

We believe that parents are an essential partner in educating students.  For this reason we will be involving students and parents in portfolio conferences.   We would like to see all of you at parent teacher conferences so that we can show you what your child has been learning.
Back to school night will be August 18.  We hope to see all of you then.

Sincerely,

Amy Rogers

afrogers@aps.k12.co.us
